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RECOMMENDATION 

 
That  

1. Council enable applications for the provision of Christmas decorations under the existing Festivals & 

Events Grants program.  

2. Successful applicants must be an incorporated association which will undertake the installation of 

Christmas decorations, and 

3. Consideration be given to including an additional $25,000 funding for the Festivals & Events grants 

program to accommodate anticipated increased demand. 

 

 
 

Attachments 

1  Festivals and Events Grants Policy 3 Pages 

  
 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

 
Notice of Motion 1036, was adopted by the Council at its meeting held in January 2018. 

The Motion reads: 

 

That a report regarding the provision of a grants program to assist community groups in decorating 

Townships for Christmas be prepared for Council consideration at the March Council meeting. 

 

This report responds to this Notice of Motion. 

 

If Council determines to make funds available for Christmas decorations it should be included in the existing 

Festival & Events grants program with an increase of $25,000. The request for $25,000 is based on the 

$2,741 that was allocated to the Garfield Christmas Festival application in the last Festival & Events round. 

An additional $25,000 would enable 10 townships to undertake similar events including the provision of 

Christmas decorations.  

 

BACKGROUND 

 
Council's Festivals and Events Grants Program seeks to support a comprehensive and diverse mix of events 

so that all members of the community have access to and may participate in activities that reflect and 

celebrate local identity and diversity. Council has identified the following priorities regarding assessment 

criteria for this grants program. 

 

Priority 2 

The event is sustainable both with or without Council support and any proceeds are put 

towards improving the event in future years (and not for the benefit of the organising 

groups and/or individuals) 

The event is planned to run in accordance with relevant regulations and requirements 

pertaining to health and safety. 
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In consideration of the introduction of Christmas decorations consultation has occurred with Council's Risk 

Management Officer, Development & Compliance Services team, Passive Reserves team and Council's 

Traffic engineers. It must be noted that the relevant utility companies including SP Ausnet will have to 

provide approval for any proposed decorations on utility and power poles. Once a comprehensive risk 

assessment has been undertaken, planning permits may be required. 

 

We recommend that the following criteria be provided to any successful applicants: 

 A traffic management plan may be required 

 A risk assessment will need to be provided by each community group and be approved by relevant 

Council officers 

 Vicroads  may need to be notified if placing signs or decorations on a Vic Roads reserve 

 Incorporated groups or auspice organisation will need to provide evidence of appropriate insurance 

coverage 

 

In the current 17/18 Festival and Event grants round, the Garfield Community Association Inc. applied and 

was successful in obtaining a grant for the Garfield Christmas Festival 2017. This included the purchase and 

sponsorship of Christmas trees by local groups, traders and community members to decorate Main St 2 

weeks prior to Christmas.. 

 

An amount of $2,741.67 was approved for this grant. 

 

POLICY IMPLICATIONS 

 

The Festivals and Events Grants Policy will apply if the direction proposed in this report is adopted. 

 

RELEVANCE TO COUNCIL PLAN 

 
2.2 Engaged communities  

2.3 Increased levels of community participation  

 

CONSULTATION/COMMUNICATION 

 
Consultation has occurred with Council's Risk Management Officer, Development & Compliance Services 

team, Passive Reserves team and Council's Traffic engineers. 

 

FINANCIAL AND RESOURCE IMPLICATIONS 

 
An increase of $25,000 for the Festivals & Events Grants program to accommodate applications for the 

provision of Christmas decoration for townships and community groups. 
 

CONCLUSION 

 
That Council enable applications for the provision of Christmas decorations under the existing Festivals & 

Events Grants program with an increase of $25,000 in funding. 
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