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RECOMMENDATION 
 
That Council endorse the following project applications and the priority order to be lodged, under 
the Growing Suburbs Fund, by 10 August 2017 
• Cardinia Cultural Centre - Arts Exhibition Development 
• James Bathe Community Facility Development 
• Hills Community Hub Development 
 

 

Attachments 
1  2017-19 Growing Suburbs Fund Application Guidelines 14 Pages 
  
 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
 
The 2017-19 Growing Suburbs Fund is a contribution towards meeting critical local infrastructure 
needs for communities in Melbourne's diverse and fast-growing outer suburbs.  It is positioned to 
quickly respond to the pressures being experienced by interface communities by bringing forward 
local infrastructure projects that will make a big difference in the day-to-day lives of outer suburban 
families. 
 
There is $50M in the 2017-2019 Fund.  Councils are expected to contribute some funding to the 
delivery of projects and a program under funding leverage of $1 for $1 how been set.  No more 
than 20% of the funding pool will be allowed to one Council.  A council resolution providing support 
for the application and priority order is essential. 
 
BACKGROUND 
Overview 
 
The Victorian Government recognises that Melbourne's interface councils are diverse and are home 
to some of the city's most vulnerable communities.  They play a critical role in supporting Victoria's 
population growth and economy, contain productive rural land and are responsible for 90 per cent 
of Melbourne's Green Wedge areas. 
 
As a group, the interface councils on Melbourne's urban fringe have been experiencing significant 
population growth over the last two decades, with growth consistently doubling the state's average.  
This is expected to continue with more than 1 million additional residents expected to be living in 
the interface by 2031. 
 
The Victorian Government is investigating an additional $50 million through the 2017-19 Growing 
Suburbs Fund (GSF) to continue timely delivery of critical infrastructure in Melbourne's interface. 
 
The GSF will be delivered in coordination with other government infrastructure investments in 
interface communities.  It is overseen by the Minister for Local Government and administered by 
the Department of Environment, Land, Water and Planning (DELWP). 
 



SPECIAL COUNCIL MEETING - 24 JULY 2017 
  

Special Council Agenda  - 24 July 2017 Page 16 

Objectives 
 
The 2017-19 GSF intends to contribute to a prosperous and liveable Melbourne by improving the 
quality of life for those living in the outer suburbs.  It will fund infrastructure that improves the 
community and economic development, liveability and resilience of these communities. 
 
Grants will be targeted at high priority community infrastructure projects that contribute to: 
 
• Stronger, more resilient and liveable interface communities 
• Improved local economy in Melbourne's interface communities 
• Improved ability to respond to community needs and demands. 
 
What will be funded 
 
The 2017-19 GSF will fund new, expanded or upgraded infrastructure projects within Melbourne's 
ten interface councils. 
 
The 2017-19 GSF will fund a mix of projects that have a direct benefit to communities across these 
broad infrastructure categories: 
 
• Community health, well-being and social interaction 
• Early education and learning and training 
• Sport, recreation and leisure 
• Environmental and climate change resilience 
• Placemaking, civic amenity and community connecting. 
 
All infrastructure projects must commence construction within 10 months of the grant being 
announced and must be completed within three years from the start of construction. 
 
The commencement of construction does not include early site works such as drainage, service 
connection or earthworks. 
 
The 2017-19 GSF will not fund: 
 
• Projects that have already commenced construction 
• Land acquisition as an isolated activity (eg purchasing land for future use) as the fund is 

designed to support delivery of urgently needed local infrastructure, unless land acquisition 
forms part of the delivery of an implementation-ready infrastructure project. 

• Infrastructure that is fully scoped and funded through a development contribution plan, 
unless it can be clearly demonstrated that GSF funds will bring forward delivery, or that the 
actual costs of delivering the infrastructure materially exceed the total of development 
contributions. 

• Routine or ongoing maintenance activities, cosmetic works or repair of facilities damaged by 
vandalism, fire or other natural disasters where the damage should be covered by insurance. 

• Recurrent operating costs, including for utilities and staffing resources 
• Drainage, waste, roads and associated footpaths and public transport infrastructure 
• Construction of infrastructure that does not have a direct community benefit or address an 

identified community need 
• Service connections, however, we note these elements will for part of construction; council's 

contributions should be used for these activities. 
 
 

CONCLUSION 



SPECIAL COUNCIL MEETING - 24 JULY 2017 
  

Special Council Agenda  - 24 July 2017 Page 17 

 
That Council endorse the following project applications and the priority order to be lodged, under 
the Growing Suburbs Fund, by 10 August 2017 
 
• Cardinia Cultural Centre - Arts Exhibition Development 
• James Bathe Community Facility Development 
• Hills Community Hub Development 
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