
GENERAL COUNCIL MEETING - 18 MAY 2020 

  

Council Agenda - 18 May 2020 Page 252 

POLICY REPORTS 

11 DOMESTIC WASTEWATER MANAGEMENT PLAN 2020-2025  

FILE REFERENCE INT2033811 

RESPONSIBLE GENERAL MANAGER Peter Benazic 

AUTHOR Owen Hardidge       

 

RECOMMENDATION 

 

That Council adopt the Domestic Wastewater Management Plan 2020 - 2025. 

 
 

Attachments 

1  Cardinia Shire Council Domestic Wastewater Management Plan 2020-25 73 Pages 

2  Key Actions Table 5 Pages 

  
 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

 

The Domestic Wastewater Management Plan (DWMP) is the principle strategic document for the 

management of domestic wastewater and the potential risks it poses to the community of Cardinia 

Shire. It provides a policy position of Council and actions that Council may implement over the 

coming five years to improve domestic wastewater management outcomes within the municipality. 

 

 

BACKGROUND 

 

In 2003, the State Environment Protection Policy 2003 (Waters of Victoria) included a provision 

that Councils “should” prepare a DWMP. Due to limited take up of Councils to prepare a DWMP, in 

2006 funding from the State Government was provided for Councils to develop a DWMP. Following 

this, the Auditor General’s Report - Protecting our Environment and Community from Failing Septic 

Tanks was released to draw public attention to the current situation and to recent State 

Government announcements to reduce the number of failing septic tanks.  

 

2007 saw Cardinia Shire Council adopt its first DWMP, with a second plan prepared in 2012. This 

current plan will extend to 2025, where as per the State requirement, it will be reviewed and 

updated. 

 

 

POLICY IMPLICATIONS 

 

Under the Environmental Protection Act 1970 (EP Act), Councils are the primary agency responsible 

for the management of onsite wastewater treatment systems and the disposal of domestic 

wastewater in un-sewered areas throughout their municipality. 

 

 

RELEVANCE TO COUNCIL PLAN 

 

3 Our environment 

 3.3 Enhanced natural environment 

– 3.3.6 Promote water catchment management practices that improve the quality of our waterways.  
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CONSULTATION/COMMUNICATION 

 

The Draft DWMP has had internal and external stakeholder engagement, including South East 

Water, Yarra Valley Water, and Council’s Health and Environment teams.   

 

This plan outlines measures for Council to undertake that will support future advocacy to sewer 

authorities. The measures are internal systems and tools that will provide core data for our 

municipality moving forward, this data will then guide the future community engagement programs. 

 

On the adoption of this plan, a communication package will be in place for Council to provide 

information on the plan and to highlight the commitment from Council to our community and the 

environment.  

 

 

FINANCIAL AND RESOURCE IMPLICATIONS 

 

The key actions in Attachment 2 have been recognised as part of the plan to be implemented over 

the next five years, as identified in the DWMP actions section. All but the listed actions are currently 

occurring, or can be absorbed within the existing workload/budget of Kernow and Cardinia. 

 

The implementation of the actions listed in the plan that require extra resources have been 

categorised by a risk and benefits analysis and will form part of any future budget bid. Attachment 2 

is a summary of activities that will require extra funding. 

 

 

CONCLUSION 

 

The Domestic Wastewater Management Plan demonstrates Cardinia's commitment to successfully 

managing domestic wastewater, and the potential risks it poses to the community of Cardinia Shire.  

 

The plan shows a number of key actions over a five-year period, many of which has already 

commenced through our internal Kernow contractors. Actions that will require additional resources 

will form part of future budget bids.  

 

It is respectfully requested that Councillors provides in principle support of the Domestic 

Wastewater Management Plan for the endorsement at a future Council meeting.   
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