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RECOMMENDATION 
 
That Council adopt the Enhanced Standard - Sustainable Buildings 2020-26. 
 
 

 

Attachments 
1  Enhanced Standard - Sustainable Buildings 2020-26 32 Pages 

  
 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
 
The Enhanced Standard Sustainable Buildings outlines the processes and procedures that will be 
used to ensure that Council’s environmentally sustainable building design and operation 
aspirations continue to be achieved. Environmentally sustainable design (ESD) is the intention to 
reduce or completely eliminate negative environmental impacts through thoughtful designs. This 
includes items such as energy and water efficiency, renewable energy and rainwater harvesting 
 
The enhanced standard covers environmentally sustainable design for new buildings, 
environmental upgrades of existing buildings and sustainability considerations for day to day 
building management and minor maintenance. Relevant case study examples are included in the 
enhanced standard.  
 
BACKGROUND 
 
To reduce the devastating impact of climate change that includes sea level rise, drought and 
extreme weather events, greenhouse gas emissions must be reduced. Council has a clear policy 
direction in relation to sustainability and emissions reductions. The Enhanced Standard Sustainable 
Buildings outlines the roles and responsibilities and financial details to ensure Council buildings are 
developed and operate following this policy direction.  
 
The enhanced standard outlines roles and responsibilities in relation to three key areas, including: 
 

 Environmentally Sustainable Design of Council's new buildings and major refurbishments. 
 Environmental upgrades of Council's existing buildings. 
 Sustainable operation of Council's existing buildings.    

 
The enhanced standard covers the use of sustainable building design tools including Green Star 
and the Built Environment Sustainability Scorecard (BESS), and the use of the SECCCA ESD matrix 
that outlines the ESD requirements for Council development. The monitoring of the performance of 
Council's existing buildings, including the use of the National Australian Built Environment Rating 
System (NABERS), is also outlined. The responsibilities for the ongoing maintenance of sustainable 
design features such as solar electricity systems is also highlighted.  
 
The enhanced standard outlines how environmental upgrade projects are selected and delivered. It 
clarifies the process for incorporating sustainable design into the building design process, including 
required responses from project design consultants and associated design reviews. 
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POLICY IMPLICATIONS 
 
The Sustainable Environment Policy (2018-2028) sets the direction for Council to create a more 
environmentally sustainable community. This is supported by the Aspirational Energy Transition 
Plan (2014-2024) which sets the target of achieving zero net emissions for Council operations by 
2024. 
The Sustainable Environment Policy is also supported by the Integrated Water Management Plan 
(IWMP) 2015-25. The aim of the IWMP is to deliver a framework that guides Council towards a more 
sustainable approach to water management.  
 
The Enhanced Standard Sustainable Buildings provides additional detail required to ensure the 
continued achievement of the intent these Council policies and plans. 
 
RELEVANCE TO COUNCIL PLAN 
 
The Council Plan identifies initiatives under Section 3 Our Environment includes a number of items 
consistent with the Enhanced Standard Sustainable Buildings including: 
 
3.3.1   Adapt to the impacts of climate change by working in partnership with the South East  
              Councils Climate Change Alliance and both Australian and Victorian Governments. 
3.3.3   Reduce Council’s energy consumption and help the community to do likewise.  
3.3.5 Manage water in an integrated way, including the reduction of potable water 

consumption by Council and households.  
 
Additionally, on 16 September 2019 Council declared a climate emergency and is prioritising policy 
and actions that reduce greenhouse gas emissions and accelerate adaptation to the impacts of 
climate change. 
 

CONSULTATION/COMMUNICATION 
 
The Enhanced Standard Sustainable Buildings has been developed in close consultation with the 
Environment and Heritage unit, who are supportive of its direction. Consultation has taken place 
within the Building and Facilities unit. 
 
The standard has also been discussed and shared with other Council units who provide services 
that involve Council buildings, and positive feedback has been provided. The units consulted 
include Active Communities, Community Strengthening and Community and Family Services. 
 

FINANCIAL AND RESOURCE IMPLICATIONS 
 
The Enhanced Standard Sustainable Buildings presents no additional costs, rather it clarify 
processes and procedures to be used in relation to financial allocations that are already in place. 
The Enhanced Standard Sustainable Buildings includes initiatives that provide positive financial 
returns. Environmental upgrades of Council's existing buildings generally provide payback periods 
of 7 years or less. The capital investment is hence repaid with the utility and maintenance cost 
savings the projects provide. The sustainable operation of Council buildings generally involves 
minor low cost adjustments that provide excellent financial returns, and the sustainable design 
features included in new buildings also provide attractive payback periods.  
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CONCLUSION 
 
The enhanced standard supports the ongoing achievement of Council's direction in relation to 
Sustainable Buildings. It clarifies roles and responsibilities relating to sustainable buildings. Its 
requirements reduce Council's environmental impacts and operational costs, and ensure Council 
buildings are more comfortable and productive places.   
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