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RECOMMENDATION 

 

That Council: 

 

1. Adopt the Advertising Signage Policy (2020). 

 

2. Resolve to seek Authorisation from the Minister for Planning to prepare Cardinia Planning 

Scheme Amendment C264 to implement a signs policy into the Cardinia Planning Scheme.   

 
 

Attachments 

1  Draft Advertising Signage Policy 37 Pages 

2  Amendment C264 Signs Policy Document 6 Pages 

  
 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

 

At the 21 October 2019 General Council meeting, Council resolved to exhibit the Draft Advertising 

Signage Policy. This occurred for a period of four weeks from 28 October 2019 to 22 November 

2019 and no submissions were received.   

 

 

BACKGROUND 

 

Advertising signage plays an important role in the built environment as well as the local economy. 

Appropriately proportioned and consistent signage avoids the cluttering of streetscapes while also 

providing guidance and information to customers or potential customers.  

 

The review of the Municipal Strategic Statement (MSS) conducted in late 2018, also identifies the 

need for a signage policy to ensure that signs do not detract from the character or appearance of a 

street, building or site and to enhance good urban design outcomes. It also manages inappropriate 

and inefficient signage that degrades the character of streetscapes and public spaces. 

 

In response to the above, the draft Advertising Signage Policy has been written to provide guidance 

for the design and placement of signs that are appropriate for various forms of development and 

context.  It also assists developers, building owners, building tenants, planning permit applicants 

and residents in understanding what type of signs are supported and are not supported in Cardinia 

Shire Council.  

 

This will form the policy basis on which Council will base its decision making on all permanent 

outdoor signs within the Shire. 
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POLICY IMPLICATIONS 

 

This document operates in conjunction with Clause 52.05 (Signs) and Clause 73 (Sign Terms) of 

the Cardinia Planning Scheme, by outlining the parameters which Council will assess planning 

permit applications against. Applicants must use the Guidelines as a basis for designing advertising 

signs that require a planning permit including new signage and/or modifying or replacing existing 

signage in Cardinia Shire Council.    

 

The key requirements and design performance standards of these Guidelines will form a new Local 

Policy - Advertising Signs at Clause 22 of the Cardinia Planning Scheme through the Planning 

Scheme Amendment process. 

 

This document will be used by Council Officer’s in assessing planning permit applications for 

advertising signs to ensure consistency with Council Policy.    

 

Next Steps 

 
Figure 1. Steps in the Planning Scheme Amendment process 

We are at Stage 1 of the Planning Scheme Amendment process as detailed above in Figure 1. If 

Council resolves to seek Authorisation from the Minster for Planning, the sub stages within Stage 1 

will be undertaken and public exhibition of the Amendment will commence. 

 

 

RELEVANCE TO COUNCIL PLAN 

Section 3 Our Environment 

The objective: We will continue to plan and manage the natural and built environment for present 

and future generations.  

 Action 3.4.1. Plan and develop built environments that support improved health and 

wellbeing of our communities.  

 Action 3.5.3. Provide for the sustainable development of rural townships while taking into 

account their existing character and community needs. 

 

Section 4 Our Economy 

The objective: We will create and support local employment and business opportunities for our 

community and the wider region. 

 Action 4.1.1 Plan for and support local employment opportunities. 

 Action 4.1.2. Support the development of existing and new businesses within the Shire. 

 Action 4.3.1 Support small businesses to remain viable in rural townships. 

 Action 4.3.3 Advocate for the delivery of small and large scale projects that enhance and 

drive economic activity. 

 Action 4.3.5 Support business and organisations to enhance their skills. 

 

Section 5 Our Governance 

The objective: We will create an engaged community 
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 Action 5.1.2 Enhance the community’s confidence in Council’s community engagement. 

 

 

CONSULTATION/COMMUNICATION 

 

The draft Policy has been consulted with relevant internal officers across eight Business Units, 

Department of Environment, Land, Water and Planning (DELWP), VicRoads and local traders. 

 

Draft Policy documents were exhibited to the public for a period of 4 weeks from 28 Oct to 22 Nov 

2019. 

  

The community engagement activities (1 pop up and drop in session) were aimed at raising 

awareness of the proposed changes to outdoor signage for shops, offices and industrial areas. 

Council’s 'have your say' page was set up with the link to the full policy document and a visual 

prospectus.  

 

Council undertook a popup stall in the main street of Pakenham (in collaboration with the 

Amendment C228 -Pakenham Activity Centre Zone community consultation event), to provide an 

opportunity for traders in the local area to have a one on one discussion with Council Officers. 

 

An E-newsletter was sent out to all business owners and traders within the Shire to promote the 

project and seek feedback. 

 

Business owners, traders and residents were able to view the proposed Signage Design Guidelines 

at Council's drop in session at Cardinia Council Office. 

 

No submissions seeking change to the Advertising Signage Policy were received. 

 

 

FINANCIAL AND RESOURCE IMPLICATIONS 

 

There are no additional resource implications associated with this project. The adoption of the 

Policy provides a clear framework to assist Council Planners and Engineers when assessing and 

making decisions on signage applications. 

 

 

CONCLUSION 

 

The Advertising Signage Policy has been prepared through a thorough consultation process with key 

stakeholders and has been benchmarked against State Level Urban Design and Road Safety 

Guidelines.  

 

It is recommended that the Council support the adoption of the Advertising Signage Policy and seek 

Authorisation from the Minister for Planning to prepare Cardinia Planning Scheme Amendment 

C264 to implement the Advertising Signs Policy into Clause 22 of the Cardinia Planning Scheme.  
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