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1. Intent
The Public Art Policy provides the basis for the provision of public art in Cardinia Shire.
2. Definitions
Public art is all artistic works located in open public spaces or facilities, and accessible to the public. Public art can include sculptural and mural-based forms as well as functional pieces often integrated into buildings such as seating, lighting, paving, etc.

Not all public art has to be a permanent feature. Public art of a temporary or ephemeral nature can allow the artists to address site-specific issues that may only be relevant in the short term. Examples include video and sound projection and live performance based works for festivals and events.
3. Purpose
The goal of this policy is to provide for the ongoing provision of public art within the Shire through:
· incorporating public art into the urban and natural landscape through adopting a ‘whole of Council’ approach to planning, selection and maintenance of public art

· developing a high quality, progressive and varied public art collection 

· encouraging community connection and belonging, through public art that is relevant to the community
· pursuing a range of funding sources.

4. Why have a public art Policy?

Public art offers a range of benefits to the community, including:
· enhancing the aesthetic value of the built and natural environment

· maximising the community’s understanding and ownership of their local landscape, culture, history and identity
· providing a variety of experiences and opportunities for community engagement
· accrual of valuable arts based assets within the Shire

· creating opportunity for increased cultural tourism to the municipality

This policy provides the framework and direction to assist Cardinia Shire Council in creating and sustaining a vibrant public art collection.
5. Background
Council’s inaugural Public Art Policy 2009–12 outlined a strategic approach to guide the development of Cardinia Shire’s public art program. 

This reviewed Public Art Policy 2012–17 provides a framework for the ongoing provision of public art in Cardinia Shire. It is underpinned by Council’s vision for the arts, as highlighted in the Arts and Culture Policy 2012-17, which states “Cardinia Shire is recognised as a place that fosters community wellbeing, local identity and community cohesion through participation and creation of a dynamic arts and culture environment”.

6. Implementation of policy

The Public Art Policy 2012–17 will be implemented through the Arts and Culture Action Plan 2012-17.

7. Policy Statement
Cardinia Shire Council commits to the ongoing provision of public art.
7.1 Public art selection and management
· Consideration will be given to encourage public art selection that explores a variety of medium, approaches and geographical distribution and (where possible) encourages and engages the expertise and/or involvement of local artists and art groups, working across a range of art forms.
· The Public Art Coordination Team comprising of appropriate officers from various Council business units will form the basis of all Council led public art selection and working groups.

· Where partnerships are formed with developers a team with representatives of each agency is to agree on the selection of works.
· Community stakeholders (such as township committees, business groups, ACRG representative, Council ACRG delegate and the wider community) will be engaged in the commissioning of site-specific projects.

7.2 Public art funding 

Future public artwork is to be funded through a range of options, such as: 
· Council’s capital works program -
Specific allocations as part of the ongoing five-year capital works program
· Partnership, sponsorship and donations -
With artists, community groups, developers, philanthropic organisations and government agencies

· Developer-led commissions - 
Council will encourage private developers to incorporate public art in new residential and commercial developments

· Per cent for art scheme -
Council is committed to per cent for art based on one per cent of the total cost of new individual community capital works projects over $2 million 
· State and Federal government funding 

Council will actively seek funding, either whole or part project costs, from other tiers of government.
· Council’s grants program
Council will encourage the creation of small-scale permanent and temporary public artworks initiated by the community and local artists. 
7.3 Public art maintenance and insurance

· Public artworks will be inspected regularly and maintained as part of annually allocated maintenance funds ensuring Council’s public art collection is adequately preserved.

· All Council’s public art will be appropriately insured.
8. Related Documents
· Cardinia Shire Council Arts and Culture Policy 2012–17
· Cardinia Shire Council Arts and Culture Action Plan 2012–17
· Cardinia Shire Council Background to Arts and Culture Policy 2009
· Lakeside Pakenham Public Art Program – Process Overview 2005
· Cardinia Shire Council Draft Public Art Maintenance Manual 
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