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Cardinia Shire Council

FACTSHEET: Culturally and 

Linguistically Diverse (CALD) 


The estimated residential population in                  Cardinia Shire is 87,008 (ABS 2014). In line with the rapid population growth, the number of residents in Cardinia Shire from non-English speaking countries is now estimated to be approximately 15 per cent. 
Recent data from the Department of Social Services has confirmed that the number of residents from non-English speaking backgrounds who have settled in the Shire in the past ten years now exceeds residents from English speaking countries who have settled in the Shire in the same period. 

This is in contrast to Cardinia Shire’s previous migration patterns which have seen the majority of residents originating from the United Kingdom, New Zealand and European countries as part of the post-World War II migration program.

Overseas Birthplace in Cardinia Shire
According to the Census 2011:
· In total 16.5 % of residents (12,244) were born overseas1
· This number increased by 50.7% (4,111) between 2006 and 20111
· 8% (5663) were from non-English speaking countries. 1 
· This number increased by 74% (2,407) between 2006 and 20111

Settlement arrivals in Cardinia Shire:

Emerging communities:

Information received from Department of Social Services (2015) tells us the total numbers of residents born overseas and settling in Cardinia Shire over the past decade (2005 to 2015) are from the following countries:

Top 10 countries2
1. India (714)                 6. England (125)

2. Sri Lanka (419)         7. Sudan (126) 

3. Philippines (344)       8. Mauritius (120)

4. China (151)                9. Egypt (101)

5. South Africa (139)    10. Malaysia (87)

Languages spoken in Cardinia: 

· In 2011, 7% of residents spoke a language other than English1 

· In 2011 Sinhalese (Sri Lankan) was the third most spoken language other than English1.

· In line with the increase of population from India and Sudan, the languages Arabic and Hindi are also increasing1
· The number of residents who reported difficulty speaking English has more than doubled from 282 in 2006 to 576 in 20111.
1  Population and Housing Census 2011 ABS


2 Department of Social Services, Settlement Data April 2005-April2015. 
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